
 

Bringing Technology Into the Classroom--A Solution for Public 

Health and Long-Term Student Success 

Protecting Arizona's students, education professionals, and families must be a top 

priority for the legislature. The best way to ensure the safety of everyone is to keep 

schools closed until Arizona Department of Health Services (ADHS) benchmarks are 

met for safe reopening.  Unfortunately, some schools are already reopening in spite of 
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falling short of safety metrics,  resulting in new COVID-19 cases among students and 
2

teachers.  By immediately investing in technology in schools, we can ensure the safety of 
3

all parties involved in our public education system and make great strides towards 

improving the quality of instruction our students receive for years to come.  

The Problem 

In the current COVID-19 environment, the difference between “should” and “must” is 

measured in human life.  ADHS’s benchmarks and on-site procedures are 

recommendations, not mandates. That’s a problem. While many people will do their 

best to meet the standards out of concern for others, there are yet other people who will 

not follow the recommendations unless they are mandated. All counties and school 

districts must be required to meet these benchmarks and to provide detailed plans for 

safe re-openings. Furthermore, the schools that have opened, without meeting safety 

standards, need to immediately transition to online learning to prevent further spread of 

COVID-19.  

Unfortunately, several barriers exist for schools to be able to successfully facilitate 

online learning for their students. Over 100,000 students do not have access to a laptop, 

and internet access gaps also exist.  According to the FCC, 87% of Arizona residents 
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have access to internet speeds of 200kbps, which enables them to access high use tools 

such as video conferencing.  However, research conducted by Microsoft shows rural 
5

counties in Arizona only have between 20-40% of households with high speed 

connectivity.  We know of young students in Legislative District 1 who do not have 
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access to the internet until one of their parents gets home from work and lets them use 

their phone to complete their school work. This is hardly conducive to learning and puts 

even more pressure on families already overburdened by financial challenges, 

COVID-caused or otherwise. Until these technology gaps are closed, we will be unable to 

successfully educate our students without risking the health and safety of them and our 

teachers.  

A Path Towards Successful Virtual Learning 

An immediate investment by Arizona that places technology required for online learning 

in the hands of every student will continue to reap benefits long after we’ve conquered 

COVID-19. Studies have shown that when instructors integrate access to 1:1 technology 

in the classroom, meaning every student has access to a personal device, student 

achievement improves over time.  Researchers have also found that 1:1 technology is an 
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equalizer in the classroom and has significant positive effects on closing the 

achievement gap.   
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In general, when students are able to interact with data and information in multiple 

forms, they retain and comprehend the information at higher rates than traditional 

“drill and kill” teaching methods. Increased technology access in the classroom enables 

teachers to use more interactive activities and blended learning in their lesson plans.  
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There are also psychosocial benefits to integrating technology into the classroom as well. 

Anecdotal evidence has shown that the use of technology in the classroom increases 

student enjoyment and engagement with the material and promotes more effective 

communication between students.  
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Putting a computer or tablet in the hands of every student  is critical to ensuring student 

success for years to come. It is also an urgent necessity to preserve the lives of our 

students and teachers. We need to support these investments by increasing broadband 

access in rural areas. Doing so will improve the quality of life for rural residents and 

help increase economic growth in rural areas.  We are privileged to live in an era where 
11

technology is at our fingertips. It is the responsibility of the State of Arizona to leverage 

technology to ensure the safety and success of all Arizonans.  
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